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Namespace Scope: The scope of the Systems Engineering (SE) COI is general engineering processes and activities that support the DoD weapon systems acquisition process. The engineering disciplines that are included within this scope are listed below. Specific engineering specialties, e.g., radar engineering, propulsion engineering, etc., are out of scope. 

	· Systems Engineering
	· Product Data Management

	· Software Engineering
	· Product Reliability

	· Acquisition Data Management
	· Product Maintainability

	· Configuration Management
	· Product Quality


The above listed disciplines are not expected to necessarily correspond to XML namespaces on a one-for-one basis. The current DoD policy is to adopt and endorse industry standards rather than mandate military standards. Therefore, the assignment of XML namespaces within the SE COI will be driven, in large part, by industry initiatives that are developing and applying industry consensus standards for systems engineering data exchange and interoperability. Within the SE COI there are several industry sub domains that are independently developing standards to support business-to-business data exchange. An SE COI sub domain may be comprised of one or more of the above listed engineering disciplines, e.g., reliability and maintainability. The establishment of individual XML namespaces within the SE COI will preclude element and attribute name collisions between these sub domains as well as provide DoD and industry visibility into the individual standards. 

Proposed SE XML Namespaces:  The SE Namespace proposal includes two initial XML namespaces: configuration management (CM) and systems Engineering (SE).

The CM namespace will provide visibility into EIA-836, Configuration Management Data Exchange and Interoperability. EIA-836 is a new industry consensus standard that is scheduled for formal balloting this fall. It includes a CM data element dictionary and XML vocabulary, as well as a set of XML schemas for reusable core components and CM business objects. EIA-836 provides an industry standard alternative to military standards such as the recently cancelled MIL-STD-973, Configuration Management, and MIL-STD-2549, Configuration Management Data Interface.

The SE namespace will include systems engineering common components and will thus promote and facilitate reuse and interoperability within the SE COI. The SE namespace will also provide an opportunity to register XML components and related data products that may not warrant a separate namespace.

Candidate SE XML Namespaces:  Product Data Management is a strong candidate for an XML namespace. However, there are a number of independent, and interdependent groups and activities that are addressing this area. There is also a high degree of overlap in this area between the Systems Engineering and Logistics COIs. Therefore, additional research and analysis is needed to identify the best course of action (COA) for the Product Data Management area. The Systems Engineering and Logistics Namespace Managers are collaborating to identify the best COA.
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