Joint Network Management & Administration Services TWG meeting

26 April 2000

Mitre, San Diego

A joint Network Management and Administration Services TWG was held on 26 April 2000 at Mitre’s San Diego (SPAWAR) office.

Ms Esther Williams provided a backbrief of the March and April DII COE meetings; highlights include:

· A reminder that DISA has purchased a DoD-wide enterprise license for the Tivoli framework.  However, the framework portion of Tivoli is simply a secure RPC mechanism; DISA is currently working on a segmentation strategy for the framework and plug-ins.  Services and Agencies interested in using any Tivoli plug-ins must purchase them on their own, although five selected plug-ins were procured exclusively for GCCS.  They are:

· Software Distribution Plug-in - automates software distribution, installation, and software updates across networks (WANs, MANs, LANs).
· Inventory Plug-in - views and records hardware and software installed on remote (or local) systems.
· User Administration Plug-in - performs user, group, and host management.
· Distributed Monitoring Plug-in - monitors systems resources and services.
· Security Manager Plug-in - provides an open solution for role-based distributed security management across an enterprise.
· Updates of DII COE 4.2, real-time kernel, UB Patch 11, and JMTK delivery schedules.  JMTK commercialization continues to be a hot topic – a special May executive session AOG will be devoted to mapping COTS strategy.

· Announcement of the upcoming DII COE Developers’ Technical Exchange, scheduled for 23-24 May at the Holiday Inn at Fair Oaks in Fairfax, Virginia.  Interested attendees should consult the DII COE website to find their cognizant service/agency POC for registration.  URL is: http://diicoe.disa.mil/coe
Mr. Peter Cruikshank (Assistant Director of SPAWAR’s Emerging Technologies Division) demonstrated their evolving, "Full Service Directory" product, based on Novell’s directory services product.  Copy of briefing is provided as an attachment to these minutes.  SPAWAR plans to use this product to provide a global, integrated directory service infrastructure.  The approach is to integrate disparate systems by integrating, organizing, securing, and managing directory data globally (i.e., integrate all your directories vice managing separate directories without necessarily creating one gigantic directory - can maintain them locally and federate.).  The product can build and maintain relationships between objects through hierarchical databases that can be distributed and synchronized.  Objects can be people, workstations, switches, routers, data, etc.  Business rules and process can then be applied to directories as desired.

Hewlett Packard then demonstrated their new VantagePoint product.  VantagePoint is a “rebranding” of existing HP products such as OpenView Network Node Manager, IT/Operations (IT/O), etc.  According to HP, the Gartner Group is now “anti-framework” and “pro-building block”. COM—Microsoft’s component framework—allows management capabilities to be treated as a set of components that can be installed at runtime, rather than at compile time.  HP OpenView VantagePoint is built on this component architecture so that new management capabilities, such SMART Plug-Ins for specific applications, can be added far more efficiently than is currently possible.  VantagePoint for Windows is built upon the latest Microsoft and Desktop Management Task Force (DMTF) standards.  HP OpenView VantagePoint also utilizes WMI, Microsoft’s implementation of WBEM, as a common data structure interface.  Both inventory data and the entire model descriptions are stored in a CIM-based repository and accessed through WMI.  VantagePoint’s user interface is built atop the Microsoft Management Console (MMC), a Windows-based standard design to give all Window-based solutions a common graphical interface.  As HP OpenView pioneered the development of the Application Response Management (ARM) API, VantagePoint supports the latest version of ARM.  It was unclear from the demonstration what capabilities are actually provided “out of the box” and what level of expertise is required to effectively implement VantagePoint across an enterprise.

