Semi-Structured Data and Metadata Subpanel Meeting 8 Minutes

9 May 2000, 1-5pm

MITRE-Reston with multipoint VTC to MITRE-Hanscom and ?

Announcements

Messages Namespace POC: James Wolf (wolfj@ncr.disa.mil)

GMI Namespace POC: Diane Smith (202 231 2556, dsmith@csa-net.com)

COE XML Registry Update

Awaiting release-ability for xmlmtf “fuds”

Mike Chase (CFITS) announced that url, username, password for Messages Namespace can be distributed to SSDMD Membership – http://diides.ncr.disa.mil/xmlreg/USMTF/index.cfm (USMTF/USMTF)

Updating Registration and Review processes

SHADE is engineering new changes to the interface to the Registry to make registration and the review process simpler.  This will involve a new submission DTD, samples, validation tool, and java tools for the submitter.  There will also be tools available for the Namespace Mgr to review and manage the components within his namespace more conveniently.

Reviewing Domain Docs

SHADE has identified a number of variants for conveying domain values within an XML document (e.g., Reference Sets, xmlmtf, JCDB).  SHADE is developing a draft DTD for representing domains that will be coordinated after an initial scrubbing.

New submissions (Ground Ops)

SHADE received a submission from JCDB that contained DTDs, XML docs of domain values, XSL stylesheets, and an update of the JCDB DB segments.

New work:
MDITDS

Mr. Dan Havrilla (MDITDS) provided MDITDS documentation that includes SGML DTD that is to be migrated to XML.  Dan is doing internal IC coordination to introduce an Transnational Intelligence Namespace to hold the MDITDS tags, DTDs, etc.  The CRCB process for approving new namespaces has been shared with Dan.

Gunter AF for Combat Support

Ms. Sandra Sutton (HQ SSG/DIIE) has asked about the process to get her GCSS-AF XML components registered.  SHADE has begun the coordination to assist the Lockheed contractors.

JIVA and Broadsword coordination w/GMI

Ms. Diane Smith (GMI POC) is reporting that JIVA and Broadsword reps are coordinating with the GMI Namespace prior to an initial submission of GMI XML components.

JECPO – WAWF use of XFDL (xml forms descr lang)

Ms. Sherrie Chubin (JECPO) has contacted SHADE about the possibility and practicality of registering XFDL within the COE XML Registry.

Using Namespaces within DTDs

Dr. Glenda Hayes (MITRE/SHADE) has developed a draft sample of how to use namespaces within a DTD that does not affect the representation within the XML document that is transferred.  This technique has been tested successfully with IE5, MS XML Notepad, and XML Spy.  

Hayes requests that others review this notation and load the XML document in several tools to verify that it does not interfere with normal processing.  If this representation is satisfactory, then DTDs can be rigorously tested to ensure that they comply with the COE requirement and to what level of COE compliance.  Additionally, it should improve the possibility that we can develop translators between different versions of DTDs.  An example DTD and example XML doc are included in the materials from the SSDMD8 package.  An extract is provided below:

<!ELEMENT Author (#PCDATA)>

<!ATTLIST Author

          xmlns:nsname CDATA #FIXED 'http://diides.ncr.disa.mil/xmlreg/COE_Enterprise'

          xmlns:version CDATA  #FIXED '1.0.0'>

Personnel Namespace Proposal

Dr. Mark O’Donnell (Seabase/DIMHRS) reviewed the briefing that he gave at the AOG on Friday, 5 May.  Mark discussed the pilot project that will provide personnel data to the COP via GCSS. DIMHRS-AOG 20000505.ppt

Mr. Bob Buckley (DIMHRS) reviewed the briefing that he gave at the AOG on Friday, 5 May.  Bob’s involvement within the OMG SIG and the HR-XML Consortium provides an opportunity to work with the vendor community as he also provides leadership within the Personnel namespace for COE.  COI-AOG 20000505.ppt
Mr. Ken Wheeler (COE Chief Engineer) has given the AOG membership 2 weeks to provide comments about the proposal to create a Personnel Namespace and to assign DIMHRS the management responsibility for that namespace.  The intent is to include this on the June COE Configuration Review Control Board (CRCB) agenda.

Product Data Markup Language

Mr. Bill Burkett (PDIT) presented a briefing on PDML, an approach that is being used with DLA, JECPO, and Air Force to identify, exchange, transform, integrate and manage product data on the net.  PDML Overview.ppt

Aerospace Operations Namespace Report

Dr. Scott Renner (MITRE/ESC CDE) presented a decision briefing recently presented to Mr. Matt Mleziva (ESC/DI).  The briefing argues that the namespace management concept needs to be extended to produce agreed definitions for the XML Registry.  Collecting and exposing the producer's metadata is enough for information display to users, but information exchange between automated systems often requires agreement between producers and consumers of information.  The question presented to Mr. Mleziva was should the DII-AF Common Data Environment office (ESC/DIVD) develop the process for establishing metadata agreement and employ that process as the Aerospace Operations namespace manager?  CDE has been directed to proceed with that task.  NamespaceMgr-000511.ppt
Hayes stated that the Aerospace Operations Namespace has possibly the most difficult job of all the namespaces because there is no established coordination venue and resources to leverage.  Most of the other namespace managers have been chosen to capitalize on an extant data resource and an established coordination venue, e.g., the GMI Namespace, sponsored by the MIDB PM, the coordination among MIDB, JIVA, Broadsword, and others (extending to MDITDS) and the Messages Namespace, sponsored by the USMTF CCB.  Ms. Jaci Knudson, Tracks and Reports Namespace Mgr, concurred and identified the coordination that she is undertaking in her namespace to collaboratively develop an agreed representation for Tracks and Reports.  

DoD XML Repository Brief

Mr. Joseph Garner (Naval Surface Warfare Systems) presented a brief on the DoD XML Repository that is now available from the DoD Data Administration web site: http://www-datadmn.itsi.disa.mil/  Garner indicated that the repository is intended to contain the DTDs that are being carried over from SGML to XML from the CALS activity.  Mr. Jerry Smith (CFITS) stated that there was no duplication between the COE XML Registry and the DoD XML Repository.  XML Repository.ppt

DoD XML Mgmt Policy Proposal

SHADE has been approached by a number of different groups who are considering the development of policy concerning XML management (see list below).  Mr. Steve Klynsma had volunteered to brief the SSDMD about this task and his draft briefing (see below).

· COE CRCB (SHADE action to approach MCEB about designating the COE XML Registry as the DoD XML Registry) 

· NATO (NDAO is working this action from NC3A) 

· Data Systems Interoperability Panel (DP), MCEB sub-panel (Steve Klynsma, MITRE working task to develop a working draft)

· JBC (

· OSD (Bill Vass, Jim Mulder have asked about the need for an XML Mgmt policy) 

· DoN XML Implementation Guidelines (Brian Wilczynski, DoN CIO, is coordinating policy development within Navy) 

· Intel Community (Keith Harrington is discussing issue of XML mgmt within IC) 

· AF XML Policy (AF Secretary is asking about the requirements to use XML technology effectively)

Klynsma (MITRE/DISC4) presented a draft briefing he prepared in response to a task by the chair, Data Systems Interoperability Panel of the Military Communications Electronics Board (MCEB).  This presentation elicited a lively discussion about whether there is a need for a DoD policy for the management of XML.  The COE XML policy and infrastructure are being considered as the approach.  The briefing contained in the SSDMD8 package is the revised brief that Steve gave the following day (5/10/00) to the DP Panel.  XMLMgmt.ppt  
A question that came up in DP is how the DII COE deals with duplicate tags.  Steve explained to the DP that tags crossing namespaces would be nominated to the Enterprise NS, but what motivates a NS manager to nominate tags (with subsequent loss of control) to the Enterprise NS?  The DP also questioned the procedures to identify and resolve duplicate tags within different namespaces.  Does such oversight exist?  Does it need to?  These are questions that the SSDMD members need to consider.  DP members have been given to end of June to comment with final developed for July 19 DP meeting and presentation to MCEB at their next meeting after 19 July.

Next Meeting: 8/11/2000

SHADE has invited OMG to provide a speaker for the next meeting (8/11/00) to provide information about the Common Warehouse Metadata Interchange (CWMI) specification and the XML Metadata Interchange (XMI) specification, the purpose and status of the specs.  

SHADE has invited Semio to provide an informational brief on their XML-enabled product.  According to MITRE Jim Burnetti: Semio Corporation recently upgraded their concept extraction/clustering tool to export their data in XML format and interact with other portal vendors' products by means of XML.  Groups within the IC are successfully employing the product in an intelligence analysis application.

The 8/11 meeting will be held in MITRE-Reston, with multipoint VTC available to MITRE-Hanscom, MITRE-Ft Monmouth, MITRE-Langley, MITRE-San Diego, MITRE-Scott, MITRE-Gunter, and MITRE-Hawaii.  For additional info, please contact Glenda Hayes, ghayes@mitre.org
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